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Students build 28th house to help family
For the past 28 years, Lincoln
Northeast (LNE) High School students have positively impacted the
Lincoln community through the school’s
home-building partnership with Lincoln
Housing Authority.
This year’s home, located at 5701
Ballard Ave., features three bedrooms, 1
3/4 baths and a two-car attached garage.
LNE’s residential construction students gain hands-on experience throughout the school year, completing the framing, drywall, trim, painting, cabinetry and
other projects under the supervision of
Bob Freese, teacher. Licensed contractors
perform the electrical and plumbing work.
Some students use the class to set
goals for post-graduation.
“This is a good class to take,
because I hope

Lincoln Northeast
High School students are building
a home for a family
in need at 5701
Ballard Ave.

to get into construction,” said Brayden
Jennett, senior. “This
is a great opportunity
to do a bigger project
and work with my
hands.”
I a n Ti n s l e y,
sophomore, also sees
a future in the trade
as he looks to begin a
renovation company.
“We get to work
on the real thing here Brayden Jennett, senior,
and gain experience,” hammers in par t of the
house's frame.
he said. “It᾿s good to
learn these skills for the future, as more
people retire out of these trades.”
Once the house is completed this
summer, it will be sold to an eligible
family involved with LHA. The price has
not been set, but interested

Ian Tinsley, sophomore, hopes the construction experience will help him in the future.

LHA families can determine their eligibility to purchase the house or take
advantage of a lease-to-purchase contract
by contacting Susan Tatum at SusanT@Lhousing. com. Applicants are encouraged
to take homeownership preparation classes through NeighborWorks at nwlincoln.
org/apply-to-take-a-class.

Join the Family Self-Sufficiency program
Do you have a goal to earn your degree
or purchase a home, but you don’t know how
to make it happen? Family Self-Sufficiency
(FSS) is a voluntary no-cost program for LHA
tenants.
Through individualized support from
FSS caseworkers, individuals work to take
steps toward their goals such as creating an
emergency fund, paying off debt, preparing
for homeownership, earning a degree and
job training. The program lasts up to five
years, and the individual won᾿t lose housing
assistance by participating.
Typically, when you or someone in your
household earns more money, rent goes up.
That can make it difficult, but with FSS, your
rent increase is deposited into an escrow FSS
savings account instead. Over time, your
savings amount increases while you receive
one-on-one support and coaching. Once you
graduate, you can use your savings however
you want. During the 2021 fiscal year, 10
participants graduated and collectively
received more than $54,000 in escrow funds.
For more information about FSS and
to see a video explaining the program,
newsletters and more, visit L-housing.com/
FamilySelfSufficiency.html. LHA also has
a Facebook page, which can be found by
searching “Lincoln Housing Authority Family
Self-Sufficiency,” with resources and more
information.
To apply for FSS, contact Courtney at
Courtney@L-housing.com, 402-434-5529,
or Amy Wagner, AWagner@L-housing.com,
402-434-5527.

Boyer becomes first and
finds self-sufficiency

Amanda Boyer is
achieving many family
firsts. Along with graduating from Doane University
this past December with
a bachelor’s degree in
graphic design, Boyer also
completed LHA’s Family
Self-Sufficiency (FSS)
program in February.
Now, Boyer is working to achieve another
accomplishment: a second
academic degree. This
time it will be in business administration. Her
employer is helping her Celebrating with her three children, Amanda Boyer wears her
first-generation cord, which indicates she’s the first person in
achieve this through tuition her family to earn a bachelor’s degree.
reimbursement.
While participating in the FSS program, Boyer had successes and
challenges, including taking time off from school when she was pregnant.
“It was up and down,” she said. “But I picked myself up and kept
going.”
Boyer regularly makes sacrifices to raise her three children: ages 8,
7 and 2. But with the FSS program’s support, she was able to keep her
car running and have a little extra money each term for additional costs.
“There was a lot of positive reinforcement,” Boyer said. “It’s nice to
have someone rooting for you.”
The most valuable thing Boyer said she learned was self-sufficiency
and time management.

Apply for resident scholarship
Lincoln Housing Authority tenants
now can apply for the 2022 HAI Group’s
Resident Scholarship Program. The
deadline is April 29.
There will be 20 scholarships, valued
at $6,000 each, awarded nationally
in a drawing this spring. For the last
two years, a LHA resident has won a
scholarship.
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Applicants must be U.S. citizens or
a permanent resident in the country with
a green card; and have lived in a public
housing authority or property with a
Housing Choice Voucher for six months.
The applicant also must be attending an
accredited or licensed technical school,
two- or four-year college or university
or working to complete a master᾿s or

doctorate degree in fall 2022.
For more information and to apply, visit
housingcenter.com/
scholarships. For
questions, email
scholarship@
housingcenter.
com.

New free pantry in northwest Lincoln
Last December, a new free pantry box was installed at the Carol Yoakum Family Resource Center, 4621 NW
48th St., in partnership with Boys & Girls Clubs of Lincoln/Lancaster County and Kingery Construction Co.

Helping neighbors in need, free pantry boxes have been popping
up around Lincoln.
These weather-resistant boxes often are in yards and along sidewalks. Open at all hours, the food and other goods inside are available
to anyone in need.
After spending summer 2020 providing meals to families, Boys &
Girls Clubs (BGC) of Lincoln/Lancaster County saw a greater need for
helping those struggling with food insecurity. To be part of the solution,
BGC built and installed two free pantries in winter 2020.
In 2021, Kingery Construction Co. employees and 20 Lincoln North
Star High School students worked together to build and paint four more.
Last December, one of those pantries was installed at the Carol
Yoakum Family Resource Center, 4621 NW 48th St.; and another one
was placed at St. Luke United Methodist Church, 1621 Superior St.
Anyone can help stock the pantries with nonperishable food items
such as canned goods, cereals, pasta, rice, boxed meals, peanut butter,
jelly, personal care and baby items. The motto is: Take what you need
and give what you can. For more information and updated locations,
visit: www.facebook.com/LittleFreePantriesLNK.
Two more BGC pantries have yet to be placed, contact Claire Shinn
at cshinn@lincolnbgc.org or 402-413-1758 if you have a location for
one.

Locations:
Antelope Park:
• 2826 Garfield St.

Meadowlane:
• 1015 Lancaster Lane

Arnold Heights:
• 4621 NW 48th St. (Carol
Yoakum Family Resource
Center)

Near South:
• 1315 Plum St. (Hygiene
items)
• 1448 E St. (Community
Action’s Gathering Place)
• 1450 Rose St. (The Quack
House)
• 1800 C St.
• 2225 Washington St.
(Grace Lutheran Church)
• 2400 D St. (First Plymouth
Congregational Church)

Belmont:
• 201 Mormon Trail
• 1159 Knox St.
• 1621 Superior St. (St. Luke
United Methodist Church)
Clinton:
• 2222 Y St.
• 3202 Y St.
College View:
• 4102 Calvert St.

Northeast Lincoln:
• 5136 Benton St.
• 6200 Adams St. (Northeast
United Church of Christ)

Country Club:
• 2617 Ryons St.

Norwood Park:
• 4949 N. 73rd St.

East Campus:
• 42nd and Vine streets
(American Lutheran
Church)
• 4611 Holdrege St.

South Lincoln:
• 5750 S. 40th St.

Eastridge:
• S. 56th Street & Sunrise
Road (Eastridge
Presbyterian Church)
Everett:
• 7th & D streets (F Street
Community Center parking
lot)
• 1037 S. 12th St. (The HUB)
• 1119 Rose Street
Hartley:
• 29th & W streets

Boys & Girls Clubs students from Lincoln North Star High School help build and paint pantries to assist others
within their communities.

South Salt Creek:
• 7th & D streets (Cooper
Park)
• 2116 S. 8th St.
West A:
• 1245 S. Folsom St.
• 2141 W. Plum St.
Witherbee:
• 380 S. 44th St.
• 612 S. 42nd St.
• 3755 J St.
• 4115 Lenox Ave.

Hawley:
• 23rd & P streets

Woods Park:
• 26th & Randolph streets
• 27th & Randolph streets
(American Legion Park)
• 3234 C St.

Irvingdale:
• 2400 S. 11th St. (New
Visions Church)

University Place:
• 2723 N. 50th St. (First
United Methodist Church)

Indian Village:
• 1205 High St. (Giving
Realty)
• 3940 S. 14th St.

40th & A:
• 1120 S. 40th St.
• 3645 Sumner St. (Antelope
Park Church)
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Free tax preparation services offered
As the countdown to the April 15,
2022, tax deadline approaches, consider using Lincoln EITC Coalition’s free
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program.
VITA offers no-cost federal- and
state-tax preparation and filing for low- to
moderate-income households. There are
various Lincoln-area VITA sites operating
from January to April.
For more information, call 211 or visit

SITE NAME

vita.unl.edu. To make an appointment, go
to vita.unl.edu/signup.
Note: The scope of work that can be
done within the VITA site is defined by
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). If
your return is considered “out of scope”
for this site, VITA volunteers will not be
able to prepare your return.
Please bring the following to tax
preparation sites:
• Photo ID for all tax return signers.
Both spouses must sign if filing
jointly.
• Social Security cards or Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number letters for everyone on the return.
• W-2s from employer, W-2Gs for
gambling income, and 1099 forms
for miscellaneous income including
interest, dividends, unemployment,
pension, 401(k) distribution and other
income.
• Child care receipts, including provider’s tax ID and address.
• Statements of any student loan

•
•
•
•

interest, mortgage interest and property tax.
1095s showing credible health insurance coverage.
Records of revenue and expenses
for self-employment or home-based
business.
A blank check or savings account
information for direct deposit.
If you plan to visit a VITA site, please
bring a copy of last year’s tax return.

Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site
schedule

Schedule an appointment at vita.unl.
edu/signup, please choose a site location
and date.
All sites listed below, will be face
to face; virtual preparation is available
in addition to Facilitated Self Assistance
(FSA).
All sites will follow local health department guidelines of wearing masks,
physical distancing and hand-washing.

ADDRESS

DATES AVAILABLE

Monday
Southeast Community College
Indian Center

8800 O Street, T-102
1100 Military Rd.

Jan. 31-April 11, 5-7 p.m.
Jan. 31-April 11, 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Tuesday
F Street Community Center

1225 F St.

Jan. 25-April 5, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Victor E. Anderson Branch Library
Center for People in Need
Southeast Community College

3635 Touzalin Ave.
3901 N 27th, Unit 1
8800 O Street, T-102

Feb. 2-April 6, 5-7 p.m.
Feb. 2-March 30, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Feb. 2-April 6, 5-7 p.m.

Thursday
Loren C. Eiseley Branch Library

1530 Superior St.

Feb. 3-April 7, 5:30-7 p.m.

Sunday
Bennett Martin Public Library

136 S. 14th St.

Feb. 6-March 27, 1-4 p.m.

COVID-19 vaccines available for those age 5 and up
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) recently approved COVID-19 vaccine eligibility for children ages 5-11. LincolnLancaster County Health Department
(LLCHD) is partnering with school
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districts to provide vaccination clinics
for children in this age group. Local
physician offices also may have the
vaccine available.
For more information and to make
an appointment for your child or

yourself for a vaccine through LLCHD,
visit covid19.lincoln.ne.gov and click
on “Vaccine Information.” Those who
don’t have online access, are homebound or need assistance can call
402-441-4200.

Earned Income Tax Credit
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a tax benefit for working
people who earn low or moderate incomes. The credit encourages
employment while offsetting taxes, supplements and low wages.
If you qualify, the tax credit lowers the taxes you’re required
to pay. It’s also refundable, which means that if the credit is more
than what you owe, you get the money back in your tax refund.
To be eligible:
• You must work and earn income through wages, salary, tips,
employer-based disability, self-employment income, military
pay or union-strike benefits.
• You must not make over a certain amount of money, which
you can enter into the free estimator (www.eitcoutreach.org/
help).
• You must have Social Security numbers that permit work for
you, your spouse and any children claimed on your tax return.
To claim the EITC, workers with children must file either
Form 1040 or 1040A and submit Schedule EIC. Workers without
children can file any tax form, including Form 1040EZ, and they
don’t need to complete Schedule EIC.

Get health care assistance
with Medicaid expansion
N e b r a s k a ’s M e d i c a i d
expansion has been in effect for
more than a year, but many eligible
Nebraskans haven’t signed up.
Medicaid expansion enrollees
receive benefits that include
physical and behavioral health,
and pharmacy coverage in a
comprehensive, coordinated program. Benefits are provided
through managed health care organizations, also known as
Heritage Health plans. Health insurance includes inpatient
and outpatient care, dental, vision, mental health, substance
abuse disorder services, disease management, prescriptions,
transportation and more.
Medicaid expansion provides full free Medicaid health
insurance to eligible Nebraskans, including single men and
women, those re-entering the community, refugees, those
not on Medicare or Medicare-eligible and those meeting
income guidelines. You may qualify for Heritage Health
Adult Expansion plan, if:
• You are ages 19-64.
• You’re single and earn less than $17,600 per year.
• You have a family of four living on less than $36,000
per year.
To determine eligibility and to apply, applicants must contact AccessNebraska online or by phone at: accessnebraska.
ne.gov, 855-632-7633, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday.

Child Tax Credit
information

The Child Tax Credit is a tax benefit that provides
money to support families for children in their care age
17 and under. It provides $3,600 for each child under
age 6, and $3,000 for each child ages 6-17.
In 2021, the Advance Child Tax Credit allowed
families 50% of the money available to them sooner
through monthly payments of $300 for each child 5 and
younger; and $250 for children between ages 6-17. The
payments occurred from July through December 2021.
To receive the other half of the Child Tax Credit
money, families must file their 2021 tax return in 2022.
In January, the IRS mailed out a document called Letter
6419, which will help parents accurately report the
amount of money they received up front in 2021. If
parents did not receive one or more Child Tax Credit
payments, they are encouraged to call the IRS at
800-908-4184.

Monthly Child Tax Credit Payments are Now
Available for Families with Children
Monthly payments are available for families through December 2021:

$300/month for each
child under the age of 6

YES

YES

You can still sign up
to receive monthly
payments from now
until December 2021

You will still be able to
receive all current
benefits such as SNAP,
SSI, unemployment,
Medicaid, HUD-Assisted
Housing, or WIC

If you sign up later in the year, your monthly
payments will be larger to make up for missed
months

YES
You can receive your
monthly checks by
mail to your home
or deposited directly
to your bank account
Child Tax Credit SignUp Tool

$ 0/month for each
child age 6®

YES
You can receive
monthly payments
even if you do not
usually file taxes
or

or

visit:

https://www.getctc.org/en

If you have not filed your taxes recently and would like
to receive the monthly Child Tax payments, use this tool
to sign up now
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Lincoln Housing Authority’s leasing staff at Prairie
Crossing, Summer Hill, Sunny Ridge and Wood Bridge
hosted book giveaways in December for parents to gift to
their children during the holidays.
Parents were able to choose two books per child, and a
gift-wrapping station was provided.
Having books at home encourages children to read more often. It helps build
their confidence, along with aiding their language development, and reading
skills and comprehension. When children read for just 20 minutes a day, they
are exposed to more than 1.8 million words per year and are more likely to
score in the 90th percentile on standardized tests.

Mahoney Manor receives new garden beds
Raised garden beds at Mahoney
Manor received a facelift, providing residents a better experience to grow their own
produce.
Leading the project, Mike Kucera
along with 15 volunteers from several Kiwanis clubs, St. Patrick᾿s Church,
Lincoln Pius X High School and other
friends spent five hours Jan. 29 removing
and rebuilding the old, rotted garden beds.
Some residents helped, while a few came
to watch and show their excitement for the
upgrades.

Seniors celebrate healthy eating with holiday feast
Burke Plaza, Crossroads House and Mahoney Manor
residents enjoyed a holiday feast Dec. 15 to celebrate
the collaboration with the Nebraska Extension Nutrition
Education Program (NEP), which prepares and serves the

nutritional meal while educating residents on healthy eating.
Meredith Kuca, NEP education assistant, visits each senior
property monthly to talk to residents about healthy eating, meal
planning and shopping on a budget.

Meredith Kuca, Nebraska Extension Nutrition Education Program education
assistant, educates seniors about healthy eating.
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Lincoln Housing Authority
PO BOX 5327, 5700 R STREET
LINCOLN NE 68505-0327

2022-2023 LPS
kindergarten registration
If your child will be age 5 on
or before July 31, you need to register for kindergarten. Go to lps.
org and look for the Kindergarten
Registration link beneath the red
tab labeled Enroll. To guarantee
families receive important school
information, registration should
be completed by March 31.
For parents who are unable to
register online, contact the school
in your attendance area. During
registration, the paperwork
necessary for enrollment in
Lincoln Public Schools will be
completed. The child doesn’t need
to be present.
Families who wish to have
their child enroll at an LPS
school outside of their attendance
area should fill out a Special
8 LHA Today

Attendance Permit, which is available at any school or on the LPS
website.
Questions about kindergarten
registration should be directed to
the school your child will attend.
Documents needed at
registration:
• Certified birth certificate.
• Current immunization record.
Documents needed before
first day of school:
• Health history form.
• Proof of dental exam card.
• Physical examination requirements form.
• Report of vision evaluation
form.
• Medical statement for students requiring special meals
form.
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Free at-home, rapid
COVID-19 tests available

Testing serves as an important tool to help
control the spread of COVID-19. To help ensure
Americans have tests on hand if the need arises, the
U.S. government is distributing four free at-home,
rapid COVID-19 tests per residential address.
The tests can be ordered online at covidtests.
gov. Tests are mailed directly to the home through
the U.S. Postal Service, typically seven to 12 days
after ordering. All you need to do is complete the
registration with your name and residential address.
No credit card or other information is required.
If you do not have internet access, need additional support to place an order, or to access
information in another language, call 800-232-0233
(TTY 888-720-7489) from 7 a.m.-11 p.m., seven
days a week. The Disability Information and Access
Line (DIAL) also is available specifically to help
people with disabilities place their orders at 888677-1199, Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-7 p.m., or
by emailing DIAL@usaginganddisability.org.
For more information on other local testing
resources, visit covid19.lincoln.ne.gov.

